The German Center for Research on Aging at the University of Heidelberg: an interdisciplinary approach.
In September 1995, the German Center for Research on Aging at the University of Heidelberg had been founded to become a leading national center of excellence with a clear interdisciplinary scope of ageing research activities. So far, three departments have been built up successively: the Department of Social and Environmental Gerontology (established in 1997, chair: Prof. Hans-Werner Wahl), the Department of Adult Development (established in 1998, provisional chair: Prof. Andreas Kruse), and the Department of Epidemiology (established in 2000, chair: Prof. Hermann Brenner). As one of the next steps, the disciplinary spectrum of the Center will be complemented by setting up several junior research groups in molecular ageing research. Within the few years of its existence, the Center has set up multiple large-scale, extramurally funded cross-sectional, case-control and longitudinal studies. These studies provide a unique common basis for interdisciplinary collaboration both within the Center and with the Center's numerous national and international research partners.